A SCHOOL BUILT FOR

You

You

ARE WELCOME HERE

The University School is a private academic high school for
students in grades 9-12. Licensed by the PA Department of
Education, our school’s 1:4 teacher to student ratio unlocks
every student’s potential. Our students become confident,
forward-thinkers in an environment built on trust, personalized
learning, and meaningful challenges.

“Our daughter enjoys
going to school and
is back to believing
that learning is fun.”

The U School
WHEN WE SAY “FOR YOU,” WE MEAN IT.

STUDENT-FOCUSED

PERSONALIZED LEARNING

4:1 STUDENT
TO TEACHER RATIO

FLEXIBLE
CURRICULUM

ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE

ROLLING ADMISSIONS

PA CERTIFIED TEACHERS
WITH ADVANCED DEGREES

ACT/SAT PREPARATION
AND COLLEGE ADVISING

SERVICE LEARNING

SUMMER SCHOOL

We believe
that every
student can
thrive because
we have seen
hundreds
of students
succeed.

WE SEE

You

THRIVING

We know that every student is unique. It is our
mission to provide a learning environment where all
students can be seen and heard. Since 1911, students
have chosen The University School to celebrate their
distinct needs and strengths.
Our classes are student-focused and limited to four
students per class. Our teachers offer nuanced and
thoughtful instruction to meet the diverse academic
needs of our students. Students are engaged and
challenged by our college preparatory curriculum and
are eager to move forward in education excellence.

“

Other school personnel
may say that they consider
the individual child’s needs,
but The University School
actually implements flexible
and creative strategies to
help a child be successful.
—Parent

”

You

AT YOUR BEST
Everyone has a story about why they chose
The University School. Some students yearn for
a more personalized learning environment, some
students need a smaller classroom size to thrive
academically, some students simply feel safe after
walking through our doors. Whatever the reason,
our customized planning, personalized learning,
and 1:1 attention provide an excellent academic
program for students who want to succeed.

“I set goals
for myself and
found myself wanting
to achieve them.”

A SCHOOL THAT
CELEBRATES HOW
LEARN

You

When you walk into a classroom at The University School, you might see students
gathered at a table or reading beside a window, or completing a lab online. There
are no rules when it comes to learning at The University School. When students
enroll, our academic support team works closely with the students to identify their
learning strengths. After our team creates an individualized learning profile, students
meet weekly with an academic advisor who helps monitor work performance,
engagement, and goals. We want to celebrate how you learn.

School

SHOULD

NEVER BE A BURDEN
Our teacher and parent collaboration
ensures that students do not experience
stress from school work. As students
progress through the year and learn
skills, support begins to taper and
students become more independent.

WE SEE

You

Succeeding in high school is more than just making it from
one assignment to the next, memorizing facts, or maintaining
a decent GPA. High school is also about being compelled to
dig deep, meet personal challenges, and develop self-directed
passions and interests. It’s about connecting to the world and
people around you and developing a confident voice.

“The teachers really care
about me and what I have
to offer to the class.”

“

The University School is
the perfect place for our
daughter-it enables her
to thrive in a supportive,
encouraging environment.
The class sizes are very
small which allows for
a lot of direct interaction
with the faculty. The
teachers are great and
very enthusiastic about
their subjects.

”

VISION

ALL STUDENTS CAN
SUCCEED THROUGH
RIGOROUS ACADEMIC
PLANNING,PERSONALIZED
INSTRUCTION, AND SMALL
STUDENT-TO-TEACHER RATIO.
MISSION
The University School is committed to the

not necessarily progress at the same

integration of the educational, personal,

rate as intellectual development.

developmental and social growth of our
students. Our integrative approach to

Therefore, our curriculum challenges

education and professional commitment

students of all learning styles; our staff

to high academic achievement enables

differentiates instruction to meet the

each student to grow into an independent

needs of these differing learning styles.

and confident young adult.
The University School offers students a
Along with our recognition for differing

community of learning where positive

learning abilities, emotional intelligence,

relationships and a small student-

and mental growth, we believe that

to-teacher ratio help to unlock the

social and physical development does

academic potential in every student.

Guiding

PRINCIPLES

Celebrate
different
learning styles

Acknowledge, support,
and strengthen the
whole student

Seek forward
thinking and
positive change

Create a
student centered
classroom

Promote policies,
practices, and programs
for an inclusive community

Foster a
culture of
mutual respect

Our inclusive, studentfocused approach helps
students to thrive no
matter how they learn.

WHERE OUR

Students

GO FROM HERE
The transition from high school to college

attending college is not the right path

is equally exciting and challenging and

for every student. The goal of our college

we assist students and their families

advising program is to facilitate a process

every step of the way. While most of our

of self-reflection, personal growth, and

students enroll in a college or university

thoughtful decision-making that leads to

after graduation, we recognize that

a fulfilling the next step in education.

Albion College

Hamilton College

The Art Institute of Chicago

American University

Harvard University

Thiel College

Arizona State University

IUP Northpoint

University of Colorado

Bard College

John Carroll University

University of Connecticut

Berklee College of Music

Kent State University

University of Florida

Boston College

Kentucky University

University of Hawaii

Carnegie Mellon University

Kenyon College

University of Kentucky

CCAC

LaRoche University

University of Montana

Chatham University

Marquette University

University of Phoenix

Clarion University

Mercyhurst University

University of Pittsburgh

Colby College

New York University

University of South Carolina

Davis & Elkins College

Northeastern University

Denison University

Ohio Wesleyan University

University of
Southern California

Denver University

Pace University

University of Washington

Dickinson University

Penn State University

University of Wisconsin

Duquesne University

Point Park University

West Liberty College

Edinboro University

Seton Hill College

Westminster College

Embry-Riddel Aeronautical

Skidmore College

Wooster College

Gannon University

Slippery Rock University

Green Mountain College

Smith College

The best way to get to know

Students can enroll and begin

The University School is to

classes anytime, but enrollment

schedule a personalized visit

is limited. Students must meet

with the Education Director.

academic criteria to attend our
school. Students who have a

During this visit, prospective

history of or current behavioral

students can ask questions

concerns that impede the

about our school and meet with

learning of others should not

our faculty and students.

apply to our school.

5711 Howe Street • Pittsburgh, PA 15232
Call 412-361-7182 to schedule a visit.
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